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SAN JOSE — Hockey fans
in San Jose are reeling
from the deaths of two
recreational players who fell
while playing in separate
games at the rink where the
San Jose Sharks practice,
and died within hours of
each other.
Thirty-eight-year-old Brian
Kobata collapsed on the
ice after scoring a goal for
his team just after 9 p.m.
Sunday. After teammates
performed CPR, paramedics
took Kobata to the hospital,
where he died.
A little more than two hours
later, 41-year-old Kelly
Calabro also was stricken
at Sharks Ice and could not
be revived. Relatives say a
cause of death has not been
determined for either man.
PG&E annouces plans
to develop solar energy
SAN FRANCISCO — Pacific
Gas and Electric Co. is
planning to develop a series
of solar energy projects
that will produce enough
electricity to power as many
as 150,000 homes.
PG&E announced plans
Tuesday for photovoltaic
projects totaling up to 500
megawatts of generating
capacity in its northern and
central California service
areas. That’s enough to
meet about 1.3 percent of its
electric demand.

NATIONAL
Shooting during Mardi
Gras parade injures 7
NEW ORLEANS — A Mardi
Gras parade erupted into
chaos on Fat Tuesday when
a series of gunshots struck
seven people, including a
toddler. The child was not
seriously injured and two
suspects were in custody,
police said.
The shootings happened
near the Garden District
about 1:40 p.m. after the
last major parade of the
celebration, Rex, had ended.
A stream of truck floats
that follow the parade were
passing by when gunfire
broke out.
— Associated Press

Joey Penniman, a senior mechanical engineering major, drives his 1976 Datsun 280Z at the NorCal United Five-Ten Owners
Club Autocross on Sunday. Drivers in the event raced around a course in pursuit of the shortest time.

FACULTY

Business lecturer recognized for service to SJSU
DeVincenzi has worked
for SJSU since 1994
MERRIL GUZMAN
Staff Writer

Last week, William DeVincenzi was named SJSU Outstanding
Lecturer for 2008-2009.
DeVincenzi is a lecturer from
the department of accounting
and finance in the College of
Business.
According to a news release
from the Office of the Presi-

dent, the distinction is given to
a lecturer for his or her “excellence in teaching effectiveness
and service to the San Jose State
campus community.”
“It’s an awesome feeling and
a humbling feeling at the same
time,” DeVincenzi said. “You just
sit there and think, wow, what
you’re doing is right, people recognize it as right, and it also says
hey, I need to keep doing this.”
The Outstanding Lecturer
Award is given to the lecturer
who demonstrates excellence
in facilitating student learning,

commitment to students and
contributions to SJSU beyond
teaching, according to the nomination form.
The committee was chaired by
Stephen Branz, associate dean of
undergraduate studies. Last year’s
outstanding lecturer, Jeanne Linsdell from engineering, was also on
the committee along with Susan
McClory, a mathematics lecturer,
and Stanley Underdal, a humanities and history lecturer.

See LECTURER, page 6

William DeVincenzi
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HEALTH

Nursing students pin down date for graduation -- two years from now
ANDREA MUNIZ
Staff Writer

Planning for a graduation
ceremony can be a difficult
task, even when it’s more than a
year away.
For the 80 nursing students
completing their studies in the
fall of 2010, their “pinning ceremony” — a graduation-like ceremony where students receive

their purchased nursing pins as a
symbol of finishing their coursework — will be planned, funded
and produced mostly by them.
“The money raising is strictly
by us,” said junior nursing major
Mylah Viray. “I think it’s kind of
hard because a majority of us
aren’t even working, and to raise
about $10,000 plus more is kind
of a lot.”
Sue Malloy, the undergraduate coordinator of the school of
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nursing, said she thinks the students’ involvement in their own
convocation is a good thing.
“We are promoting leadership. They take ownership,” Malloy said. “At that point they don’t
want someone telling them what
to do. There’s a lot of detail work
and it involves a lot of committees and if they work well together, it’s great.”
Planning of the event started
last semester, which is the stu-

dents’ second semester in the
program. An organization was
formed through Associated Students called “Nursing Students
Class of Fall 2010” so the group
would be allowed to fundraise
on campus. Fundraising has
included bake sales, entertainment book sales, barbecues and
$20 is asked from each student
of fall class of 2010 every semester. Although the $20 will add up
to a total of $100 per student by

VIDEO

PHOTO BLOG

Watch two SJSU
students and an alumnus
compete in Autocross
2009 Points Series Event
No. 2 in Marina, Calif. last
Sunday.

Audio slideshow: View
more photos of the
autocross event from
the weekend.

the end, it doesn’t bother junior
nursing student Annie Poche.
“I want our graduation to be
nice,” she said. “I want us to raise
enough money. I think we should
all pitch in at some point.”
Junior nursing major Sarah
Ghigliazza, the treasurer of the organization, said she wasn’t exactly
sure how much money would

See NURSING, page 2

Check out this week’s
best photos from Daily
photographers.
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Today

Ash Wednesday
9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. for individual
blessings, liturgy at 5 p.m. in the
Spartan Memorial.
Contact Chaplain Roger at
chaplain@sjspirit.org

Cn U Rd Ths??
Learn techniques to improve your
note taking. 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. in
Clark Hall, Room 118.

Global Studies Club
Weekly meeting.
6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Pacheco
Room at the Student Union.
Contact Ryan Wu at
gsc.sjsu@gmail.com

Mark Doty
A Q-and-A with the author.
1:30 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library.

The F Word
A discussion about “How the
language of fat influences body
image.” Part of Respect Your
Body Week.
Noon to 1 p.m. in the Pacifica
Room at the Student Union.
Contact Jennifer Waldrop at
jwaldrop@email.sjsu.edu

26

Thursday

Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship hosts
a weekly study.
7 p.m. in the Pacifica Room at
the Student Union.
Contact Justin Foon at
jfoon1@yahoo.com

Diversity Dialogues
“Civil Rights and the Next
Generation.”
1:30 to 3 p.m. in San Jose City
Council Chambers.

James Davis
A discussion with the president
of energy solutions at Chevron.
Noon in the Engineering Building,
Room 189.

Meditation Group
Preparing the best time and place
for meditation.
5 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Library.
Contact Harrison at
hhaarrrriissoonn@gmail.com

Reflections on
African Art
And its Influence by a
Bay Area artist.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. in the
Costanoan Room at the
Student Union.

Relevance of
Barack Obama
Panel discussion.
4 to 6:30 p.m. in the Costanoan
Room at the Student Union.

What I Saw in Gaza
With Barbara Lubin from the
Middle East Children’s Alliance,
7 p.m. in the Engineering
Auditorium.
Contact Gil Villagran at 482-0371.

02

Paula Lam, a junior industrial design major, works on a rectilinear design project, which is a design bounded or formed by
straight lines, for her Industrial Design Foundation I course (DSID31) in the Art Building on Tuesday afternoon.

Talk teaches eating right while
respecting environment
RALPH WARNER
Staff Writer

The Art of Cool Cuisine discussion hosted about 80 members of the SJSU community
who came to listen to presenters
speak about the direct correlation between food consumption
and global warming at the King
Library on Monday.
The discussion was hosted
by the community advocacy
organization Green Vision Cafe,
which is affiliated with Mayor
Chuck Reed’s Cool Cities Group
— adopted by San Jose in 2005
in an effort to stop global warming in every city in the nation.
During the discussion,
Eugene Cordero, an SJSU meteorology associate professor,
and professional chef Laura Stec
presented their book, “Cool
Cuisine: Taking the Bite Out
of Global Warming,” which
includes 50 recipes and other
cooking tips that focus on how
to prepare meals that leave a
smaller carbon footprint on the
environment.
Cordero spoke about the
scientific aspects of the book
and pointed out statistics, such
as agriculture making up 20 to
25 percent of all emissions released, which is more than that
of transportation.
Frank Tang, a senior electrical engineering major, said he
heard of the presentation in his
meteorology class and it made
him more aware of the impact
his food choices have on the
environment.
“The most interesting thing I
learned from this event was that
shipping by boat and rail creates
a lower carbon footprint than

planes and trucks when transporting produce,” he said.
Stec focused on what students can do at home and in the
kitchen to help combat global
warming without compromising
taste or their wallets. Stec also
said simple methods, such as
browning vegetables in a frying
pan, release sugars during caramelization and can make many
vegetables taste better than they
would with the traditional boiling method most people use.
“What the book is about, is
that the energy of the cook goes
into the food and the energy
of the food goes into the cook,”
Stec said. “It’s about feeding our
heads, or hearts, and our stomachs. If we do that, we end up
with food that gives us better
health and flavor.”
Cordero said that even the
simple choice of what to eat for
dinner can have a greater impact
on the environment than most
people think.
“You can save 20 pounds of
carbon dioxide by choosing to
have chicken stir-fry for dinner
rather than beef,” Cordero said.
“That’s about equivalent to a gallon of gas.”
Mary Tucker, the San Jose energy manager, also spoke at the
event and said raising domestic
chickens, which is legal in Downtown San Jose, can be productive
and helpful for the environment.
“This is one of the easiest pets
I’ve ever had, having had dogs
and cats,” Tucker said. “It’s also
nice having a productive pet.
How many of us have pets that
can feed us?”
Kenneth Chau, a sophomore
international business and marketing double major, said discovering that it is legal to raise

Monday

LGBTQQI
Discussion Group
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT
Resource Center.
For more information, call
924-6158 or 924-5910.

Sparta Guide is provided free of
charge to students, faculty and
staff members. The deadline for
entries is noon, three working days
before the desired publication date.
Space restrictions may require
editing of submission. Entries are
printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

CORRECTIONS
In the Feb. 18, 2009 edition
of the Spartan Daily, the article
“Spartans end three-game losing streak, beat Utah Valley”
attributed the quote, “We actually called the play for C.J.,
and unfortunately they played
on the high side of C.J. and
he was able to ride them up,
which gave me the lane and I
saw it and attacked it,” to coach
George Nessman. It should have
been attributed to guard Justin
Graham.

Fiedler, and Karen Ness Konocti
from Clearlake, Calif., was listed
as responding to the article
“Cover-up alleged in students
death.” The letter concerned the
death of Gregory Johnson Jr.,
and was sent a week before the
article ran.

In the Feb. 24, 2009 edition
of the Spartan Daily, the cutline
for Campus Images identified
Richard Pfiefer as a systems
analyst and Eric Matthews as
a programmer. Pfiefer is a proIn the Feb. 23, 2009 edition fessor of mathematics and Matof the Spartan Daily, a letter sent thews is a systems analyst and
by teachers Ann Nolasco, Jan programmer for the university.

chickens in San Jose and how
manageable raising them could
be was the most intriguing part
of the presentation. Although
Chau said raising chickens was
not in his foreseeable future, he
was planning on immediately incorporating other tips from the
presentation into his daily life.
“Hopefully, I can talk to
some organic growers and
meeting some people down at
the farmers’ market because I
have noticed that organic food
does taste better than processed
food,” Chau said.
David Marsland, a Green Vision Cafe team member, said the
next discussion hosted by the
group will take place in April before Earth Week and will focus
on “green” jobs.
“We’re trying to build a
community around events like
this,” he said. “We’re trying to
stop global warming one city
at a time, and it’s working, right
here in San Jose. We’re making a
difference with the mayor’s
green vision.”

SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily

NURSING Venue for
ceremony not yet chosen;
no major planning yet
Continued from page 1
need to be raised. She said even
venues on campus, such as the
Event Center, cost between
$10,000 to $12,000 to rent.
“We don’t have a set goal
just yet because we don’t know
where we’re going to have our
ceremony,” she said. “It depends on where we want to
hold the ceremony; it depends
on how many people students
plan on inviting to the ceremony to find a venue large
enough.”
The money needed for
this event is why planning has
started so soon, said Franziska Castello, president of the
graduating class of 2010 and
a junior nursing major. After hearing stories about past
classes that have waited too
long to begin collecting funds,

Castello said she wanted to get
an early start.
“As much money as we can
raise now, that’s the less money
that we have to front ourselves
at the end. And hopefully not
at all,” Castello said.
The money that is raised
will go toward paying for possible food and beverages, a
photographer, programs and
a venue that can hold the
1,500 expected guests, faculty
and students.
At this point, Castello said
the “hardcore” planning hasn’t
begun and most of the focus
is getting money in the bank.
Eventually, she said, requests
for faculty speakers will need
to be made, invitations will
need to be sent to the guests,
pictures will need to be taken
for the program and a photographer will need to be booked.
“It’s kind of like planning a
wedding,” Castello said.
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Staff Writer

Many children dream of being race car drivers when they
grow up.
They sleep in race car beds, play
with Hot Wheels and if they ever
visit Disneyland, they’re sure to
ride Autopia over and over again.
Two SJSU students and an
alumnus have made this childhood
dream a reality on the autocross
course. Joey Penniman, Morgan
Crouch and Bernard Lam drove in
the Autocross 2009 Points Series
Event No. 2.
The event was hosted by the
Northern California United FiveTen Owners Club last Sunday at
the Marina Airfield in Marina, Calif.

“Driving it down
here and back
probably had
more effect on
the life of the car
than the actual
driving here.”

Bernard Lam, an SJSU alumnus, and his Mazda Miata.

STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily

Curb your enthusiasm
SJSU students and an alumnus speed away in souped-up cars without a single ticket

MORGAN CROUCH
freshman mechanical engineering major

START YOUR ENGINES
“I would describe it as an exercise in car control, where you
drive your car through a track
made out of cones and you try to
get the best time possible,” said
Penniman, a senior mechanical
engineering major who has been
driving in events since 2002.
But autocross is much more
than just an exercise. Autocross is
gut-wrenching turns, screaming
tires, hair-raising slaloms, growling
engines with hissing turbo chargers, the acrid smell of burning oil
and rubber, the friendly camaraderie of fellow enthusiasts and more.
“It’s a full sensory experience,”
said Morgan Crouch, a freshman mechanical engineering major and relatively new autocross
driver. Crouch has driven in six
autocross events.
The Sports Car Club of America, an organization that annually
publishes a rulebook for autocross events and holds many
events itself, defines autocross
as “driving skill contests that emphasize the driver’s ability and
the car’s handling characteristics.
This is accomplished by driving a course that is designated
by traffic cones on a low-hazard
location, such as a parking lot or
inactive airstrip.”
“There are usually lots of slaloms and sort of bus stop, lane
change maneuvers and stuff,”
Penniman said. “Slalom is where
you weave in and out of cones –
lots of tight turns. You’re usually
staying in second gear for most
of it. Autocross drivers are seeing
more corners per second than
any other form of motor sport.”
Participants drive an autocross course around three to five
times in a day. Each run is timed.
Penniman said the speed and
power of a car is not paramount in
autocross since the physical complexity of a course doesn’t allow for
speeds much faster than 40 mph.
“You usually stay fairly slow,
but it’s more about car control than
speed,” he said. “Being able to get as
close to the cones as possible and
keep the car planted and controllable is what you’re going for.”
Autocross gives drivers a chance
to practice and experience driving
in ways that are not possible on
the street.
“Basically, being able to speed
legally,” said Bernard Lam, an SJSU
alumnus. “Slide around a little bit,
learn some car control. I’m here to
get some steam out instead of speeding on the local street or highway.”
FLOAT LIKE A CADILLAC, STING
LIKE A BIMEER
Special vehicles are not necessary for autocross competitions,
which makes them an accessible
activity for many. Penniman said
almost all vehicles in good working condition can drive in auto-

on the course where the car isn’t
running and picking up cones if a
car hits a cone,” Penniman said.
“If a car spins out and another
one is coming close, you red flag
one of the cars to make sure that
there isn’t a collision.”
After the meeting, drivers
began lining their cars up on the
grid, or staging area, for a tech
inspection, where technicians
made sure the cars were in good
working order, tires were inflated
properly and batteries were properly secured.
“You’re in an environment
with a lot of friendly people,”
Penniman said. “The people who
organize the (United Five-Ten
Owners) program down there
are some of the nicest people I’ve
ever met,” Penniman said.
Once drivers passed the tech
inspection, they proceeded to
the starting line, where a worker
flagged them onto the course one
at a time.
Each driver got four timed runs
on the course. Drivers tried to
complete the course as quickly as
possible without hitting any cones.
Penniman said hitting a cone
adds a one-second penalty to the
racer’s time.
Crouch and Penniman said their
goal was to improve their times
throughout the day, and both drivers succeeded. Penniman improved
his time from about 46 seconds on
his first run to about 44 seconds on
his final run. Crouch trimmed five
seconds from his time, going from
53 seconds in his first run to 48 seconds in his final run.

“If a car spins out
and another one
is coming close,
you red flag one
of the cars to
make sure that
there isn’t a
collision.”
JOEY PENNIMAN
senior mechanical engineering major

The engine and exhaust system of a homebuilt buggy, one of the popular cars at the
Northern California United Five-Ten Owners Club.

Morgan Crouch, a freshman mechanical
CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
engineering major, posts his number on the side of his Miata prior to racing
at the Autocross 2009 Points Series Event No. 2 at the Marina Airfield in
Marina, Calif. on Sunday.
cross events. SUVs are excluded
because of their tendency to tip.
“You can drive any car,”
Crouch said. “If you’ve got any
car, any make, any model, any
year, I’m pretty sure they’ll let
you drive it here.”
“For the most part, people
drive their daily drivers,” Penniman said.
Sunday’s event featured a variety of vehicles, including stock
Volkswagens, small, lowered
trucks and high-end sports cars
such as a Lotus Elise.
Although drivers typically
push their vehicles harder
than usual during runs, autocross typically doesn’t put
a lot of strain on the cars —
runs usually last no more than
a minute.
“You’re pushing the car
hard, but you’re not pushing
it hard for too long,” Crouch

said. “Driving it down here and
back probably had more effect
on the life of the car than the
actual driving here.”
Although Penniman, Crouch,
Lam and other drivers often tinker with their cars to improve
their handling and performance,
modifying cars is not necessary.
“What matters is that you’re
able to improve yourself on the
course,” Penniman said. “It’s less
about, ‘Aw man, I need to put a new
exhaust system on my car so I can
shave off another second.’”
Crouch and Penniman agree
that other than honing your driving ability, upgrading your car to
racing tires is the most important
improvement a racer can make.
“Here, tires are everything,”
Crouch said. “If you have slicks
or DOTR slicks, which are street
legal, you can shave as much as
maybe 10 seconds off your time.”

STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily
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Joey Penniman, a senior mechanical
engineering major, makes final
adjustments to his 1976 Datsun 280Z.

RUNNING ITS COURSE
Drivers arrived on the morning
of the event to walk the course. Every autocross event features a different course.
“They don’t give you any practice runs, so the only way you know
what the course is, is they let you
walk the course beforehand,” Penniman said. “You kind of get it imprinted in your brain before you go
out and drive it.”
Sunday’s course featured a maze
of tight, 90-degree turns, two different slaloms, a U-shaped “showboat
turn” and other sharp curves.
After the walkthrough, drivers attended a mandatory drivers
meeting where Peggy Hale, the
club editor, went over the rules,
safety considerations and responsibilities of workers.
“Everyone who runs the autocross course also has to work,
like having a walkie-talkie out

Penniman said that since it is
difficult to track long-term time
improvement, because every autocross course is different, he tries to
improve his time in one day.
WHY THE RUSH?
Autocross has many important
benefits, but mostly it’s just plain
fun to get behind the wheel and
tear it up on the course.
“I just want to have some fun.”
Lam said. “I enjoy it a lot. I didn’t
do sports, so I got into this. Racing
gives you a little bit of confidence.”
“I really like to improve my own
skills, and it’s a really good environment to improve my driving skills.”
Penniman said.
“For me, it’s more about my
personality,” Crouch said. “I’m trying to figure out what works for
success, and it’s not just applicable
to driving. Going into a test, I’ll
feel the same way as sitting in the
queue. It’s calming yourself down
and just thinking ‘Ya know, this is
gonna be easy,’ not thinking, ‘Oh
God I really hope I don’t screw
this up.’”
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FOOTBALL

Spartans get proven winner as QB coach

Terry Malley
continues a
family tradition
of coaching
STEPHANIE VALLEJO
Staff Writer

Coaching and playing football is a common profession
among the men in Terry Malley’s life.
Malley, who was hired as
the new quarterbacks coach for
the Spartans’ football team last
week, comes from a multi-generational coaching background.
“I’m a son of a coach and a
grandson of a coach,” he said.
“People who are three generations into coaching do it because
they enjoy the relationships
with people.”
SJSU football head coach
Dick Tomey said he is glad Malley was available for the job
when it first opened up.
“I think we just hit the jackpot with Terry,” he said. “I’ve
never seen anybody throw himself into a job any better than he
has.”
Malley was team captain and
quarterback for Santa Clara University from 1972 to 1976.
When the Santa Clara University alumnus graduated with
a business degree in 1976, he was
planning on going to law school.
Instead, he coached at local high
schools around the Bay Area for
a few years and eventually came
back to his alma mater in 1980
to be its quarterbacks and wide
receivers coach.
Before coming to SJSU, he
was the offensive coordinator
for the San Jose SaberCats for
14 years, where his offense was
ranked third in scoring last year.
“Terry’s arguably the best offensive coordinator in the Arena
Football League,” said Darren
Arbet, San Jose SaberCats head
coach. “Our record and the stats
on scoring points in games show
that he’s been in the league for a
long time.”
He said that he knows Malley
will be successful with the college team because he brings a lot
of experience from his years as a
player and a coach.
“Not only is he a good coach,
but he’s a great man,” Arbet said.
“Terry’s arguably the best coach
that I’ve been around. He’s been
in the game a long time. He’s
going to bring a lot of character. He’s going to bring a quality
coach to the program and he’s
definitely a team leader.”
Tomey agreed.
“He’s a vastly experienced
call player and quarterbacks
coach,” he said. “I’m just really
impressed with Terry Malley
the person, maybe more than
anything.”
Malley’s 30-plus years in the
Bay Area have given him the opportunity to watch the college
sports teams grow throughout
the years.
Sometimes, people look at
him as just another guy from
Santa Clara, but he said he probably knows the tradition of San
Jose State’s football program
better than most people.
“I played against their great
teams in the ‘70s. I coached
against their teams in the early
‘80s,” he said.
Malley added that if one
doesn’t keep up with young people, one tends to grow stale.
“I love the detail of football
and I love the thought process of
offensive football,” he said. “But
I also enjoy when 19 to 22-yearold kids come into your office

Terry Malley (left) was named the new quarterbacks coach of SJSU. Malley was the offensive coordinator of the San Jose SaberCats.
and say, ‘What do you want to
talk about today coach?’ One of
the great things about the profession is they keep you young
because they’re always challenging your thought process.”
Working with people of a
wide range of different ages has
helped Malley understand the
players better, he said.
“Athletes are an interesting
group of people,” he said. “We
all like to be told that we’re doing something well. It’s kind
of funny. Even some of the 35year-olds, you put your arm
around them and they don’t run
away from you.”
His relationship with the SaberCats is something he said he
will treasure and miss.
“They really played an important role in my life,” Malley said.
“We took on a project 14 years
ago. That was a startup business
and over the decade, we made it
the most successful franchise in
the league.”
Shifting from arena football
to college football will definitely
be a new challenge, he said, but a
challenge that he is excited for.
“From the day we started
talking about this, way back in
December, he asked to get a hold
of every tape of all our games,
tapes of other college games,”
Tomey said. “He watched every
bowl game. He’s immersed himself into just trying to get up to
date on what’s going on in college football.”

“Terry’s arguably
the best offensive
coordinator in the
Arena Football
League.”
DARREN ARBET
SaberCats head caoch

The Spartans won’t start
practicing for the new season
until mid-March, but Malley
said he has seen all the games
from last season.
“I know that statistically it
wasn’t what they wanted it to be,”
he said. “The interesting thing to
me is that it was a young offense
and that most of the people
come back and they’re going to
be a year older and a year stronger. The optimist in me says I’m

“Athletes are an interesting group of people.
We all like to be told that we’re doing something well. It’s kind of funny. Even some of
the 35-year-olds, you put your arm around
them and they don’t run away from you.”
TERRY MALLEY

SJSU quarterbacks coach.

coming in at a great time.”
Since last season, he said
that people have worked out
some of the kinks that began to
knot-up a year ago and he added
that as a staff, they’re in the process in deciding what’s good,
bad, what to throw out and what
to accent.
Arbet said that knowing Terry, he’s going to find out what he
needs to do to be successful.
“He does a tremendous job
getting first downs as well as getting in the (end zones),” he said.
“Anytime you have that combination you’re going to have a
great coach.”
Malley said he hopes to see
SJSU rise to greatness.
“Those that are optimistic
think there’s one more jump for
us to make,” Malley said. “I’m
hoping that it happens while
I’m here.”
When describing his coaching technique, he said he thinks
that he puts players in situations
where the practices are hard, so
the games are easy.
“I would like to think that I
hold (players) to a certain standard and I make (them) stay to
that standard,” Malley said. “But
when you do things well I’m going to tell you, you did things
well. But if I think you’re faking
it, I’m going to tell you I think
you’re faking it.”
When somebody makes a
mistake, he said he may get upset for a second but doesn’t let it
linger in him.
“I think it just shows maturity because he’s been in a lot of
games,” Arbet said. “He’s been
in a lot of situations. He knows
it doesn’t always work and you
just go to the next play. He’s an
outstanding teacher. I think that
maturity and that patience and
that perspective will really help
us.”
With Malley’s positive attitude on the upcoming season,
he also said he has some fears —

the kinds that motivate him.
“I think that it’s extremely
arrogant to not be concerned
about how you’re going to do,”
he said. “If you think you have
all the answers, I think you’re
going to be taken down a peg. I
think the idea that you don’t ever
want to be a fool is probably what
motivates a lot of us.”
A point Malley said he wanted
to make known is how he thinks
a team becomes successful.

“What you want to do is get
a group of people that believe in
themselves and they trust their
teammates,” he said. “If you
trust your teammate to do his
job, there’s an opportunity to be
successful.”
As a coach, he said he enjoys
the togetherness a football team
brings to different types of people that wouldn’t normally mix
together.
He recalls that when his father first came to Santa Clara
University, there was only one
African-American athlete in the
entire school.
By the time Malley graduated, it was a very diverse football
team.
His father looked at football
the same way he does.
“My dad didn’t have a ton of
hobbies,” Malley said. “He died
of cancer, but he coached right
up to the time he knew he was

Courtesy of San Jose SaberCats

going to die. (Coaching) was
when he was happiest.”
“Sometimes I say I don’t have
a lot of hobbies, but the dynamic
of people is something that is really important to me,” he added.
“You deal with ethnicities and
socioeconomics. When all that
stuff comes together, it’s pretty
neat.”
He said his wife and three
children are all looking forward
to his new coaching position at
SJSU.
“They’re all excited about us
opening up against USC. I think
they’re more excited about it
than I am,” he said, laughing.
As the new quarterbacks
coach, he said he knows
it will be challenging at first,
but “it makes me get out
of bed every morning,
and it’s a reason to go to
work and be excited about
something.”
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VIDEO GAME REVIEW: ‘STREET FIGHTER IV’

SCOTT REYBURN
Staff Writer

The triumphant return of the
king of fighting games is upon us
as “Street Fighter IV” has fired its
way to the Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3.
It has been almost a decade
since game developer Capcom
has released a numbered “Street
Fighter” in the main series for the
arcade. In August, “Street Fighter
IV” hit U.S. arcades.
Now, the console version
dropped last Tuesday bringing
an arcade experience to the comfort of the player’s home.
“Street Fighter IV” returns
to its roots by bringing back
mainstay characters such as Ryu,
Zangief, Blanka and Chun-Li
along with their moves and techniques. That doesn’t mean new
fighters haven’t joined the “Street
Fighter IV” fray.
Newcomers include the
Mexican luchador El Fuerte, the
mixed martial artist Abel and the
stylish spy Crimson Viper.
Long Nguyen, a junior software engineering major who
plays “Street Fighter IV” at the
arcade in the Student Union,
said the game reminds him of
previous versions of the game.
“It reminds me of the old
days,” he said. “The mechanics
are the same thing. There is no
blocking in the air, so it takes
more strategy.”
Back in the ’90s, “Street Fighter II” started a fighting game
craze in arcades and in homes,
selling millions of copies on
multiple console versions.
Anthony Nguyen, who is
not a student but works in the
downtown area and is a regular
at the Student Union arcade,
said he has been involved in
the “Street Fighter” community for five years. He said he is

happy to see the community
grow with the simplified “Street
Fighter IV.”
“It’s an easier learning curve,
but it doesn’t take away from
the depth of the game,” he said.
“If you are a newcomer, you will
pick it up very easily, but if you
are old school and use a lot of
mind games, you can still implement that into here.”
Although the graphics in
“Street Fighter IV” are now in
3D, the gameplay is strictly on
a 2D plane, retaining the gameplay style of previous versions.
The game is played by a standard
6-button control scheme with
different levels of attack.
Graphically, the game’s characters and backgrounds have a
stylized, hand-drawn look.
First seeing the new polygonal look was jarring, but the art
style fits in with the game’s venture into 3D.
The depth of “Street Fighter
IV” can be found in the “super”
and “ultra” meters that build up
during a fight. Each meter has its
own positives and negatives.
The super meter builds
from both attacking and taking damage from an opponent
and carries over through each
new round.
Once built up, the super
meter allows the player to
dole out a devastating multihit move.
The ultra meter fills up only as
the player takes damage. The reward for taking a beating early on
in a fight can be an ultra attack,
which deals even more damage
than a super attack.
New special moves have
been implemented into the
game play, adding another layer
to the onion of depth in “Street
Fighter IV.”
The “focus attack” is a chargeup leading to an unstoppable attack that stuns the opponent.

The “focus attack” system
draws comparisons to “Street
Fighter III: Third Strike” and its
parrying system, said student
Long Nguyen.
“They added this new thing
called focus attack, it’s pretty
nice,” he said. “You can absorb
one hit, and then after the second
hit, it breaks it. So, that’s the risk
factor you want to take when you
use it.”
The console version of
“Street Fighter IV” adds multiple
modes.
One in particular, “challenge
mode,” allows players to learn
the moves and techniques for every fighter.
Casual fighters unfamiliar
to the game can learn the facets
of the game while veterans can
hone their skills. But “challenge
mode” is not designed to teach
the player the strategy of how to
implement the moves in a fight.
The console version also has
the standard arcade mode, versus
mode and online mode.
On top of all this, it has tons of
art and video goodies to unlock.
Playing “Street Fighter IV”
with a standard controller is adequate, but it’s best played with a
proper fight stick for more accurate control to perform moves.
Both the Xbox 360 and PlayStation 3 version perform identically aside from faster loading
times on the Xbox 360.
“Street Fighter IV” maintains the feel of the revered
“Street Fighter II” while keeping
the game fresh with stylish 3D
graphics, new compelling techniques and meters.
“Street Fighter IV” will appeal to everybody, including “Street Fighter” players
who haven’t played since the
second version.
New players looking for a good
game will find out why “Street
Fighter IV” is a masterpiece.

(Top) Characters Dan and Blanka fight in a screenshot of “Street
Fighter IV.” (Below) Street fighter Ken throws a kick to the side.

Photos courtesy of PS3 Pad

MINH PHAM
Staff Writer

A faint silhouette clung onto
wrought iron gates that closed off
Gallery 5 in the Art building.
Inside, the gallery was dark
and silent, with a crowd of about
15 students gathered at the opening of Luis Canales’ first art show
of the semester.
The artist opened the gate and
two svelte dancers glided into
the hallway and begin to perform a synchronized dance with
sheets around them acting as
butterfly wings.
“The performance was creative, and gave it this suspenseful
feeling,” said Alex Lin, a junior
interior design major. “It added
an interesting element that made
the show different,” he said.
The exhibit is titled “Cocoon.”
It was conceived and produced in
one month by Luis Canales, who
said the project is a reflection of
a past relationship and the transformation that occurred within
him because of it.
“At times, the relationship
puts you in a state of euphoria,
but at the same time, you’re not
really awake and experiencing
life,” Canales said. “I wanted to
compare the stages of a cocoon’s
metamorphosis with the different ways you can feel in a relationship,” he said.
Swathes of white cloth hung
from the ceiling, welcoming
guests into the show’s intimate
hallway. Sounds of Bjork and
heavy bass trance music quietly
bumped through the room.
In a corner were the same
performers from the opening
act, but now they were under a
cage of nets, wriggling and extending their bodies in dreamlike movements.
“The dancers look really sen-

Courtesy of Luis Canales
Kristy Trodgen, a senior dance and
kinesiology major, emerges from the “Cocoon” gallery.

sual, especially with the music
in the background,” said Nancy
Wu, a junior industrial design
major. “The room also reminds
me of the light rooms that photographers use to develop films,”
she said.
Black and white photos hung
around the room, with the first
cut into pieces to resemble a caterpillar. The last picture showed
multiple shots of a female dancer
with huge sheets flying around
her, representing a butterfly in its
final stage of metamorphosis.
“The whole show is very inspirational and thoughtful,” said
Steven Prudencio, a sophomore
graphic design major.
From still art to live performances, the artist said he incorporated many elements into
his show.
“I don’t like my shows to
be one thing,” Canales said. “I
want it to be a full experience
and if it’s not multi-dimensional,
it’s boring.”

The exhibit will be open
until Thursday evening.

CARTY SEWILL

‘Cocoon’ exhibit envelopes students
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More rainfall needed to
avoid potential drought

BRETT GIFFORD
Staff Writer

SJSU has received aboveaverage rainfall this month, and
more rain is expected over the
next week, but officials said it is
not certain if it will be enough
to relieve the current drought.
This month’s rainfall total on
campus is over 4.3 inches, about
two inches more than the average for February, according to
the department of meteorology.
“We’re definitely not out of
the drought yet,” said Eugene
Cordero, a meteorology associate professor. “It’s been a very
dry winter so far.”
Exacerbating the problem,
the state’s Department of Water Resources announced Friday that the supply of imported
water, which accounts for half
of the Santa Clara Valley Water
District’s drinking water, will
be cut by two-thirds due to low
water levels in the state’s major
reservoirs, the ongoing drought
and Delta pumping restrictions,
according to a news release from
the valley water district.
On March 24, the board will
receive its final staff report on

whether or not to recommend
mandatory water conservation,
said Jessica Collins, a water district public information representative.
If rainfall totals do not improve by that day, the district
Board of Directors will call for
mandatory water conservation,
according to a news release by
the water district.
“To avoid mandatory conservation, we need above-average rainfall through the end of
March,” Collins said.
“We need to see these (rainy)
conditions continue through
April,” Cordero said. “More importantly, we need snowpack in
the Sierras. We need a really big
year to be out of the drought.”
If mandatory conservation
is called for, it will be up to the
cities and the water retailers to
enforce it, Collins said.
To save water, Cordero said,
people may be banned from
washing cars at home or watering their lawns, but there are a
lot of things individuals can do
on their own.
“Taking shorter showers, not
watering the grass so much and
watering in the morning and not
during the day,” Cordero said.

“For some homes, that is a large
source of water use.”
Vahe Markosian, a senior interior design major, said he has
noticed water being wasted to
hydrate a small patch of lawn at
his off-campus house.
“They turn on all the freaking time,” he said. “Those damn
sprinklers turn on when it’s
raining, turn on when it’s sunny,
turn on all the time when it’s absolutely unnecessary. I’ve tried
to talk to (the landlord) about
it, but they want that little patch
of green.”
Shannon
Maharaj
and
Amanda Suppanich, residents
of Royce Hall, have noticed a
lack of responsible water use in
their residence hall.
“We live in the dorms, so we
all share a bathroom, and it irritates me when people leave the
sinks and the showers on after
they leave,” said Suppanich, a
freshman psychology major.
“I also think they don’t care,”
said Maharaj, an undeclared
freshman. “They kind of take it
for granted because it’s not their
money and it’s not their parents
paying for it. I don’t think it’s
that much of a conscious effort
to save water.”

Maharaj added that if mandatory conservation occurs, she
will try to make an effort to save
more water.
“Basically, if I see sinks on
I can turn them off, but there’s
not much we can do because we
live in the dorms,” she said.
San Jose can expect more rain
beginning Wednesday night and
ending Thursday night, followed
by another rain system beginning on Saturday, according to
the National Weather Service.

Tung Nguyen, a civil engineering graduate student, walks to the
Engineering building to study on Sunday.

MIKE ANDERSON / Spartan Daily

LECTURER Lecturer has three decades of experience in accounting industry
Continued from page 1
Jacob Bruns, a senior business
administration major, is in a class
taught by DeVincenzi.
“He’s a really good speaker, he
can definitely talk to a class,” Bruns
said. “He’s really knowledgeable in
the stuff he teaches and he knows
what he’s talking about.”
DeVincenzi began teaching at
SJSU in 1994. In 1998, he won
the Outstanding Undergradu-

ate Professor Award for the College of Business and he was the
SJSU Outstanding Faculty Advisor in 2007-2008.
DeVincenzi
completed
his undergraduate work at St.
Mary’s College in Moraga and
received his master’s degree in
business administration from
UC Berkeley. He then spent
about 30 years in the accounting and finance industry. Ten
of those years were at the vice
presidential and chief financial
officer level.

“I can tell you I never got
the amount of satisfaction from
those jobs as I have in teaching
here at San Jose State,” DeVincenzi said.
Despite his connections to
other universities, “I’ve been
here 15 years, and I may not
have graduated here, but I’m
one hundred percent San Jose
State,” DeVincenzi said.
DeVincenzi created the
“Honors Practicum” which is
the senior seminar course for
the major. In 2005, the College

of Business adapted the program for all of its departments.
DeVincenzi was also instrumental in the success of the Financial
Management Association. He
helped the on-campus business
club grow its membership from
12 to more than 150 people. He
also participates in the Faculty
Mentor Program.
Andrew Ravizza, a senior
business management major,
takes Business 170: Fundamentals of Finance with DeVincenzi.
“He’s really good at getting

the class involved and it always
seems like he’s enjoying being
there,” he said. “And he always
gives us tips on speaking too.”
DeVincenzi said he credits
his award to the faculty, staff,
and students in the College
of Business.
“I created the honors program but they (students) go out
and do all the work,” DeVincenzi said. “They’re the reasons why
the corporations keep coming
back and giving us all the accolades. I took the FMA (Finan-
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cial Management Association)
club to incredible heights, but
it’s not me — I only facilitate,
the students do all the work.”
“You don’t do stuff like this by
yourself,” he added. “You have
to have the support of everyone
around you to make it happen
and I feel like I’ve been blessed
with that kind of support.”
DeVincenzi will be formally
honored for his contributions
on April 14 at the Annual Faculty Service Recognition and
Awards Luncheon.

OPINION 7
PAGE

WEDNESDAY,, FEBRUARY 25,, 2009

Predicting
Bush’s
unartful
war
Spartan
Daily

Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209
One Washington Square
San Jose, CA 95192-0149
News: 408-924-3281
Advertising: 408-924-3270
Fax: 408-924-3282
News e-mail:
spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu
Advertising e-mail:
spartandailyads@casa.sjsu.edu
SENIOR EDITORIAL STAFF
JOHN HORNBERG, Executive Editor
TOMMY WRIGHT, Managing Editor
CARLOS A. MORENO, Photo Editor
JON XAVIER, Online Editor
ANDREA FRAINIER, Opinion Editor
RYAN BUCHAN, Sports Editor
MATTHEW KIMEL, Sports Editor
CHRIS CURRY, Arts & Entertainment Editor
ALLIE FIGURES, Arts & Entertainment Editor
JOEY AKELEY, Multimedia Editor
KAAJAL MORAR, Features Editor
KIMBERLY TSAO, Features Editor
ELISHA MALDONADO, Investigations Editor
MEGAN HAMILTON, Production Editor
YA-AN CHAN, Copy Editor
ANGELO LANHAM, Copy Editor

SENIOR ADVERTISING STAFF
VANESSA ALESSI, Advertising Director
DARREN MITCHELL, Assistant
Advertising Director
KRISTI RIGGS, Creative Director
EMILY JAMES, Assistant Creative
Director

STAFF WRITERS
JESSICA AYALA, MARCOS BLANCO,
HANK DREW, DOMINIQUE DUMADAUG,
KELLY ENOS, JESSICA FROMM,
BRETT GIFFORD, MERRIL GUZMAN,
ANDREW HERNDON, ELIZABETH KANG,
MICHAEL LE ROY, DAN LU,
ANDREA MUNIZ,
SAMANTHA PATTERSON, JUSTIN PERRY,
MINH PHAM, HARVEY RANOLA,
SCOTT REYBURN, SAMANTHA RIVERA,
JULIANNE SHAPIRO, HOLLY SZKOROPAD,
STEPHANIE VALLEJO, RALPH WARNER

SENIOR STAFF WRITERS
TARA DUFFY
DANIELLE TORRALBA
DAVID ZUGNONI

ADVERTISING STAFF
ASHLEY CHAVIRA, DIEP DINH,
SAMANTHA INOUYE, KHALID JIVANI,
RYAN KINGSLAND, LILIA LUNA,
SHOKO MASUDA,
RITA MIKHALTCHOUK,
NAMPHUONG VAN

ILLUSTRATOR
CARTY SEWILL

PHOTOGRAPHERS
MIKE ANDERSON
STEFAN ARMIJO
SANDRA SANTOS
YOUNG-SUNG KWON

KIMBERLY TSAO

Itʼs Down to This
Opposites: Up and down. Big
and small. War and peace.
Or are they? Kindergarten
teachers can be so sketchy.
Sun Tzu’s treatise, “The Art
of War,” asserts that peace and
war don’t need to be opposites. It
states, “The true object of war is
peace.”
Personally, I’ve always been
against wars — even if that means
agreeing with beauty queens who
say they want “world peace” in
dron-like unison.
However, Sun Tzu’s work has
helped me forge a new perspective.
I’m not saying the end always
justifies the means, but in the case
of Sun Tzu’s “The Art of War,”
maybe it does. The end justifies
the means because Sun Tzu advocates a war that ends swiftly with
the least number of casualties.
“By applying the art of war, it is
possible with a lesser force to defeat a greater, and vice versa.” Yet,
thousands of people have died in

got something in Iraq. It rhymes
with “moldiers.”
Sun Tzu claimed that soldiers
who are resigned to their deaths
will translate to success for that
country. He wrote that “the only
chance of life lies in giving up all
hope of it.”
It is in that respect alone that
the Iraq war relates to Sun Tzu’s
work. The war on terror has led
many Americans to give up hope
and while that, Sun Tzu wrote,
may mean that our chance for a
new life is just around the corner,
the Iraq war should never have
backed us into an alley in the first
place.
So, as it stands, you can count
me among those who frown upon
the Iraq war. But, thanks to Sun
Tzu, I’m also open to being in
favor of a war some day. That’s
not to say I’m leaving the idea of
world peace in the faux-tanned
hands of beauty queens because
to me, war and peace aren’t opposites anymore.
Even if you believe they are opposites, and you never — for one
second — regretted giving your
kindergarten teacher that apple,
you know what they say ...
Opposites attract.
Kimberly Tsao is a Spartan
Daily features editor. “It’s
Down to This” appears
every Wednesday.

Conspiracies behind film reviews

CHRIS CURRY

For Those About to Read
It seems to me that no matter
how bad a movie is, there’s always
somebody, somewhere, willing to
spit out a quote about how it’s “an
epic, touching, blow-you-away,
heartfelt, explosive, spellbinding, perfect holiday rollercoaster
thrill ride powerhouse for the
entire family!”
I’m wondering what exactly is
going on with these movie critics.
Curiosity sprouted while I
was perusing the film section of a
newspaper. Huddled down in the
bottom corner, I spotted an ad for
“The Pink Panther 2.” The poor
little guy was being bullied by an
ad for “The Wrestler.” It’s on account of Steve Martin. His silly,
pointed moustache and smug
expression just makes enemies
everywhere they go.
In the ad, someone named
Paul Fischer was actually quoted
as calling this movie a “brilliantly
inventive comic gem.” A gem, by

the way, is defined by MerriamWebster as, “something that is valued for its beauty or perfection.”
In addition, sequels of bad
movies don’t leave much room for
invention, unless it’s inventing new
ways to make the movie worse.
Almost immediately, my mind
fashioned two theories to explain
how this could happen.
One, Paul Fischer is really, really easily entertained. Perhaps he
honestly believes that “The Pink
Panther 2” is truly gemlike, not
only beautiful, but also perfect. I
suppose it’s possible.
Or two, Paul Fischer is part of
some sick symbiotic pact between
the film media and the movie studios. Fame for fortune, traded between the two, with our entertainment at stake? How dare they!
Still, I think I can understand.
Which film critic wouldn’t want
his words slathered across every
major paper in the country?
I imagine fluff y reviewers like
Paul Fischer and Janet Stokes
were corrupted by the power of
the dark side, unable to resist the
addiction of seeing their outrageously inaccurate quotes everywhere. “I’ll give every movie 12
stars! No, 13! No, 58! Fifty-eight
stars! Then I can get another fix.
Just one more fix!”
By the way, Janet Stokes called
the movie, “A terrific comedy for

all reasons.” Wow, all reasons?
That doesn’t even make sense, but
I suspect that the plot of “Pink
Panther 2” doesn’t either, so I’m
not too worried about it.
The funny thing about fame is
that there are millions of ways to
achieve it, but not all of them are
good. Just ask Monica Lewinsky.
I can’t figure out why anyone
would want to be forever known
as someone who shattered the
nation’s trust in one of its most
hallowed institutions. No, I’m not
taking about the White House,
I’m talking about Hollywood.
So, in exchange for spraying
the fluff writer’s name all over
America, the movie studios get
quotable super-reviews that are
softer than a Barry Zito fastball
and less discriminating than the
neighborhood tomcat.
Where does that leave us?
Chumped as usual, stuck in the
media money machine, waiting
to be swallowed into some dark,
two-hour parallel universe where
Keanu Reeves’ latest “tour de
force performance” will change
our lives forever. “Whoa.”
Chris Curry is a Spartan Daily
arts & entertainment editor.
“For Those About to Read”
appears every Wednesday.

Don’t become a
comfortably numb
generation

MINH PHAM

Staff Writer
We’re called Generation
Y, the offspring of Generation X and the baby boomers. And we’re frighteningly
apathetic.
Do we owe it to our lazy
predecessors who are too
lazy to teach us?
Is it the onslaught of technology that we’ve been forcefed since we were young? It’s
a steady pace of detachment.
No longer do we strive to
understand how we process
thoughts and information.
The ability to think critically
and make creative decisions
is being dropped by the
wayside.
We have huge self-esteem
problems. Ask the guys who
have their pants belted halfway down his legs. Ask the
girls who have chosen to let
the world know that their
butt is Juicy.
Rocking these styles isn’t
bad. It’s when our mind autopilots our way to the shopping mall to pick up items
synonymous with fitting in.
Those corduroy pants we
covet remain at the store
because people don’t want
to be accountable for liking
such a “different” item.
Why the shame? People
never want to be the first student to answer a question for
fear of being wrong. There’s
no proverbial hand to slap
our heads if we don’t know
the answer.
People capitalize on the
ability to use Google to find
an answer rather than value
cognitive skills. This is a
weird generation.
Despite these self-esteem
issues, people still advertise
themselves through Internet
profiles and Web sites.
But what do these sites
do?
They keep people at arm’s
length.
A want for social value is
not a unique desire, but this
is the first generation that
can actually measure it with
constant online notifications
of a new comment and the

assuring sound of an incoming text message.
As a journalism major,
technology is my present
and my future, but I fear the
day I won’t be able to enjoy a
walk in the park without my
ears being wired to my iPod.
Assoicate Professor Bob
Rucker said that parents and
education have used technology as a form of a pacifier
for our generation. Our most
important learning sources
are sterilizing their messages, making us grow up in a
homogenized world.
Everyone has self-esteem
problems. It’s when the feelings cage people in, and they
blatantly know they don’t
want to feel so apathetic,
but still have no idea what to
do about it — that’s when it
gets scary.
Twenty years from now,
will we be popping Prozac as
often as Tic Tacs?
People draw away from
making human connections
all the time. It happens when
we walk through our front
door and turn on the TV and
zone out until bedtime.
It’s not that people don’t
care at all.
I don’t want Hurricane
Katrina victims to be without homes, but I can’t immediately go to New Orleans
and start building a roof over
people’s heads. And that very
thought that I can’t provide
an immediate solution stops
me from doing anything at
all.
We have to kill apathy.
And it’s not something that
will go down easily. It’s going
to take action.
To teachers, discuss this
in the classrooms.
To my peers, have a conversation with your friends,
even if it makes them uncomfortable to think deeper.
Let dialogue happen.
I’m not shaming our generation for what we haven’t
been doing. I just want us
to think, to wake up and be
conscious in this world.
Like Attorney General
Eric Holder said, “We can’t
be a nation of cowards.” Not
about race, and not about
ourselves.

Minh Pham is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

Playing video games in a man’s world
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the Iraq war.
Many have praised Sun Tzu’s
work for being ahead of its time. It
amazes me that even around 400
B.C., he saw Bush coming.
“Cleverness has never been
seen associated with long delays,”
he wrote. “There is no instance of
a country having benefited from
prolonged warfare.”
The U.S. has fought with Iraq
for more than five years and
counting.
If only the Bush administration had read and abided by “The
Art of War,” perhaps I would be
for the war in Iraq.
After all, “the art of war is of
vital importance to the state. It is
a matter of life and death, a road
either to safety or ruin. Hence, it
is a subject of inquiry, which can
on no account, be neglected by
any one of us today … and tomorrow.”
Unfortunately, the war on
terror is no Van Gogh.
In fact, “military prowess is
seen in the repression of cruelty,
the calling in of weapons, … the
bestowal of happiness on the people, … the diffusion of wealth.”
Well, the U.S. economy is shot
to hell.
As of April 2008, 63 percent of
Americans think the war in Iraq
was a mistake, according to a Gallup poll. The Bush administration
ended with Guantanamo Bay still
open for business. They also for-

KAAJAL MORAR

Both Sides of the Coin
My insides freeze every time I
walk past Target’s video game aisle.
It’s not the fact that they exist,
because I play quite a few games
myself. It’s the type of games they
carry and who they are marketed
toward.
Because I’m a female, I have
children’s games like “Hannah
Montana: Spotlight World Tour,”
“Cooking Mama” and “Hello Kitty Daily” aimed at me.
It seems that the media want
me to be a diva, a housewife and a
sweet kitty cat all at once.
Quite frankly, I am repulsed
by them and I’d rather play “Soul

Calibur” or “Wolfenstein.”
But those games, it seems, are
too violent for me to handle and
far too complex for me to grasp
because they are not marketed
toward girls.
Apparently, gaming companies think that there is no chance
I’d be able to defeat any of my
male friends in fighting games or
survive my first wave of alien enemies while defending my territory
in strategy games.
During the holiday season,
my mother and I wanted to buy a
Nintendo DS for my brother. As
we were standing in line at Toys
“R” Us, I noticed there were two
DS game packs available: a red
DS that came with a “Mario Bros.”
game cartridge or a pale blue DS
that came with “Brain Age.”
In the hour that I stood in line
to pay for my items, I noticed that
the boys ran straight for the red
DS and the girls went for the pale
blue DS.
Apparently, I, as a female, care
more about my mental health

than boys do and I am unwilling
to learn how to play anything else.
I first ventured into the land of
nerd-dom at the age of five when
my father set me in front of the
computer and gave me a simple,
side-scrolling computer game
where I would shoot slugs and
collect candy bars.
I took a gander at that game,
“Commander Keen,” and was
hooked. Needless to say, my love
for games has not yet died since
that day.
My cousins became addicted
to the game through my enthusiasm. There were even times when
“Commander Keen” and “Prince
of Persia” would haunt my dreams
at night.
It wasn’t until seventh grade
that my dad gave me another
game.
It was far more complicated
than any side-scrolling game I
played, but I soon caught on and
“Starcraft” became a huge part of
my middle- and high-school life.
I spent hours completing mis-

sions and trying to defeat computer opponents.
There were even nights when
my father and I would fight for
the disc to play the game, but he
often won and I had to wait until
he wasn’t looking to take it back.
After high school, I noticed
that there were fewer games marketed toward girls, and fewer still
when I entered college.
There have been more Web
sites dedicated to encouraging female gamers to embrace and fulfill their gaming needs.
The Gaming Angels Web
site is an entirely female-run site
where they review different kinds

of games (yes, even “Left 4 Dead”
and “Street Fighter IV”).
I, like other gamers I know, feel
that games shouldn’t be marketed
specifically to a particular gender.
It segregates far more than it
should and destroys the point
of creating an equal gaming opportunity for everyone. Besides,
I shudder to think of the type of
video games that would be marketed to college-aged women.
Kaajal Morar is a Spartan
Daily features editor. “Both
Sides of the Coin” appears
every other Wednesday.

DID YOU KNOW...
The Leonardo da Vinci painting known as the
Mona Lisa is not really called that? Its real title is
La Gioconda. It became known as the Madonna
Lisa, later shortened to the Mona Lisa.
— Web Gallery of Art
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